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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BASS).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 5, 2003.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CHARLES F.
BAss to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————
PRAYER

The Reverend James Thomas, Pastor,
Jefferson Street Missionary Baptist
Church, Nashville, Tennessee, offered
the following prayer:

Our God, who has given this Nation
the democratic ideals by which our des-
tiny is fashioned, we thank You, that
You have blessed our land to survive
the infectious climate of confusion, un-
certainty, poverty, war and numerous
of other ills; but raising up among us
capable leaders from the North, South,
East and West, our best who have been
elected by us.

We set them before thee. Bless each
one, one by one. Give them the shoes
for the journey and strength for their
feet. Let us never forget the least, the
less, and the left out, whose side You
are on.

We ask a special prayer for our sons
and daughters on the battlefield, whose
days are darker than our nights. We
pray for the mighty who have fallen.
We pray for the hurt of their families
and remind them that hurt goes away,
but memories will last forever. Humble
us as a people to know the high costs of
freedom.

Now we ask that You be not just an-
other guest this day, but You be the
host. Make us nothing that You may be
everything. God bless America. In Your
name we pray.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. FOLEY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. FOLEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with
amendments in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R. 3365. An act to amend title 10, United
States Code, and the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 to increase the death gratuity pay-
able with respect to deceased members of the
Armed Forces and to exclude such gratuity
from gross income.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 1720. An act to provide for Federal court
proceedings in Plano, Texas.

——————

HONORING THE REVEREND JAMES
THOMAS

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, the Con-
gress of the United States is honored
today to have Pastor James Thomas,
the reverend of Jefferson Street Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, to deliver the
opening prayer.

Pastor Thomas has been a force for
good in the Nashville community since
1964 when he hitchhiked from Texas
with $4 in his pocket to attend Amer-
ican Baptist Theological Seminary.
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